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Reading the Gospels without knowing the personality of Jesus is like watching television with the

sound turned off. The result is a dry, two dimensional person doing strange, undecipherable things.

But when we discover his true character-this man who made the wind, music and flying

squirrels-suddenly all of the remarkable qualities of Jesus burst forth with color and brilliance like

fireworks.Breaking Jesus out of the typical stereotypes, BEAUTIFUL OUTLAW welcomes readers

into the rich emotional life of Christ showing how they can experience the actual personality of

Jesus in their daily lives in ways that will deepen their faith.
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John Eldredge's latest title, "Beautiful Outlaw" is his first since switching publishers. After a longtime

association with Thomas Nelson, he's now writing for Faithwords, home of the great Billy Coffey.

The subject of "Beautiful Outlaw" is none other than Jesus Christ Himself. Eldredge feels that many

(most?) Christians have a distorted, incomplete, or one-dimensional view of Jesus, and he feels so

strongly about this that he wants to set the record straight for all believers.My take on this book is

mostly positive. It's well-written, engaging, and anything but boring. The reader will be enlightened

and encouraged to love Jesus more, because once you know Him, you can't do otherwise.Eldredge

takes many familiar stories about Jesus and expounds on them in an informative and inspiring way.

I am praying my way through this book, asking God to reveal Himself to me, and, while I think

there's more to be revealed, this book has done wonders so far in the two weeks since I received

it.Longtime Eldredge readers will find may ideas familiar. At various times while reading "Beautiful



Outlaw", I was reminded of "Wild at Heart, "Epic", and "Waking the Dead", to say the least. But this

book stands on its own. It's not a rehash of the same old ideas.Now, the concerns: I have read

many books over the past several years which have one thing in common, despite coming from

authors with very different perspectives. It's amazing that writers as diverse as Mark Driscoll,

Donald Miller, John Eldredge, Matthew Paul Turner and Frances Chan, among others find common

ground, but in this case, they do.
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